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and Ampere had introduced without effect into science," and which Dumas had endeavoured to reproduce in his 6 Chemical Philosophy,' was probably mentally clear to Gerhardt, though as yet it had not appeared in his writings. The word c equivalent' was sometimes synonymous with the term c molecule,'sometimes with catom' or 4 volume.' To quote his own words, 'Therefore,' he says in p. 51 of his c Precis,' ' volwines, atoms, and equivalents are synonymous in the case of simple bodies. It therefore follows that the densities of simple gases are, proportional to their equivalents.'' These propositions were not new, but they were inaccurate. These inaccuracies soon disappeared, and the distinction between molecules atid atoms appeared clearly in the classic 4 Traite de Chimie organique.'
Gerhardtfs system of atomic weights, which was immediately adopted by Laurent, gradually gained the approval of a great number of chemists. His works upon the theory of types, the discovery of the anhydrides and the chlorides of the monobasic fatty acids, gave him great authority, which profited him. but little personally, but which will always be connected with his name. The simplicity of the new notation gave great clearness to the explanation of new facts and ideas. In England Williamson, Odling, Brodie, Frankland, Hotmann, Gladstone, Eoscoe, and others successively adopted this notation. The new German school, winch was then under the brilliant direction of Kekulfe and Kaeyer, adopted it at once, as also has been the case with the greater number of Russian and Italian chemists. In France Chancel has always made use of